
 

Holly Cultivar Registration
3-11 Ilex opaca ‘Charlie’s Angel’ 
Female
Registered: February 28, 2011
Charles R. Anderson
11801 Greenspring Avenue
Owings Mills, Maryland 21117

This cultivar originated as a chance seedling, found in a field adjacent a garden in Annapolis,
Maryland, by Mr. Charles R. Anderson. Mr. Anderson moved the plant in 1961, to his property in
Owings Mills, Maryland, and has observed the tree over the last 50 years.

The evergreen tree, nearly 55 years old, has grown into a large conical specimen, nearly 10.7 m
(35 ft) tall with a spread of 4.6 m (15 ft) and a horizontal branching habit. The largest leaves are
typical for the species, simple, coriaceous, glabrous, 7 cm (2 ¾ in) long by 5.5 cm (2 1/8 in) wide,
ovate in outline, with an acuminate leaf tip and a rounded base. Leaf margins are spinose, with up
to five small spines to 3 mm (1/8 in) per side and a petiole to 7 mm (1/4 in). Average yearly growth
has been measured at nearly 1.9 dm (7 ½ in). Leaf color is dark green, Green Group 139A as
illustrated on the Royal Horticulture Society Colour Chart, 1995. Fruits are globose, red, Red
Group 44A, up to 8 mm (5/16 in) in diameter with pedicels to 7 mm (1/4 in).

Plants have been grown by McLean Nurseries, 9000 Satyr Hill Road in Baltimore, Maryland and
sold to HSA members at several Annual Meeting auctions and at Chesapeake Chapter functions.
‘Charlie’s Angel’ is also available through Heartwood Nursery, 8759 Hickory Road in Felton,
Pennsylvania / Mailing Address: P.O. Box 519, Stewartstown, Pennsylvania. Selection was based
on the dark green foliage, with leaves wider than the norm for the species and fruit being very
heavy, consistent and quite attractive against the foliage. Hardiness is rated at zone 5 through
zone 9 on the USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map of 1990.

Voucher specimens are on deposit in the herbarium of the U. S. National Arboretum (NA),
Washington, D.C. 20002.

 


