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This selection originated in the autumn of 2006, as a seedling of Ilex x aquipernyi ‘Meschick’ in 
a garden collection in Bear, Delaware.  The pollen parent is thought to be Ilex (cornuta x pernyi) 
‘John T. Morris’ which grew in close proximity and was the only male in the collection with 
overlapping flowering dates.  The name ‘Dragon Claws’ makes reference to the trademarked 
female parent, with exceedingly sharp spines and the strongly recurved nature of the leaf’s apex, 
suggesting the shape of a lizard’s claw. 

The evergreen holly tree exhibits a narrowly upright conical shape, 2.2 m (7 ft) tall by 9.2 dm (3 
ft) wide, with a herringbone branching habit.  Average growth is 3.1 dm (1 ft).  The leaves of 
‘Dragon Claws’ are spiny, glossy, coriaceous and glabrous.  The largest leaves are 5.5 cm (2.2 in) 
long by 4.5 cm (1.8 in) wide, with petioles 1-2 (.04 - .08 in) long, and are oblong to quadrangular 
in outline, margins boldly spinose, with two strong spines on each side, forward pointing and 
somewhat upturned, while apices are narrowly acute, with a strong, sharp tip spine of 2 mm 
(1/16 in), and is strongly recurved.

In side view, the leaf margins are undulate and slightly convex.  Leaf bases are rounded.  Leaf 
color is dark olive green, Green Group 139A on the Royal Horticulture Colour Chart, 1995.  The 
flowers are borne in the leaf axils on the previous season’s wood.  Flowering begins in late April 
and is quite early in the holly flowering season.  The fruits are usually borne singly, oblong in 
side view, but round on cross section, 12 mm (5/16 in) long by 10 mm (3/16 in) wide, with 
peduncles 5-7 mm (3/16-1/4 in) long.  The fruit are red, Red Group 40A at maturity. 

Plants have been grown since 2010, and a few plants were distributed beginning in 2012.  One 
year rooted cuttings were distributed to Holly Society members at the 2013 Annual Meeting in 
New Harmony, Indiana, as part of the Test Holly program.  Hardiness is rated at USDA 
Hardiness Zone 7a.



Selection was based on the narrowly conical growth habit, glossy dark green foliage,  large red 
fruits and dramatically spinose leaves.  By comparison with the female parent ‘Meschick’, 
‘Dragon Claws’ may be seen to have slightly larger leaves and fruit.  Its leaves feature more 
strongly recurved apices and more pronounced apicle spines.  Internodal spacing is also shorter 
for ‘Dragon Claws’ than is typical for ‘Meschick’.

Voucher specimens are on deposit in the herbarium of the U.S. National Arboretum (NA), 
Washington, D.C. 20002.  


