
 

Holly Cultivar Registration
5-11 Ilex opaca ‘Big Al’ 
Male
Registered: May 20, 2011
Sue Massey
7417 Dorsey Court
Crestwood, Kentucky 40014

This selection originated as a chance seedling. Discovered, selected and then transplanted as a
one year seedling from her yard in Louisville, Kentucky to its present location in Crestwood,
Kentucky in 1986 by Ms. Sue Massey. The seedling was especially noteworthy in that it was never
damaged by extreme cold and freezing winds and was equally outstanding as a massive
pollinator. Named in 2010 by Ms. Massey, the name ‘Big Al’ is on behalf of her recently deceased
father.

The collected seedling is now a large evergreen tree, twenty five years old, 9.1 m (30ft) tall with a
spread of 4.6 m (15ft) and a horizontal branching habit and a conical shape.

Leaves of ‘Big Al’ are simple, coriaceous, glabrous, with an ovate-elliptic shape and margins that
are spinose and sinuate. Bases are cuneate with petioles 8 mm (5/16in) long. Leaves have
marginal spines that number five to six per side, with an aristate leaf tip and appear convex in side
view. Leaf color is dark olive green, Green Group 137A above and Green Group 139C on the
underside as illustrated on the Royal Horticulture Society Colour Chart, 1995. 

‘Big Al’ has very abundant creamy white staminate flowers, with the male inflorescences being
cymose, with both simple and compound cymes.

Mr. Jules Klein and Mr. Michael Boice began propagating the selection in 2007 on behalf of Ms.
Massey. The rooted cuttings consistently take on a strong central leader and branch out well. The
first males were sold in the fall of 2009 to Mr. Randy Sizemore of Laurel Nursery in Crestwood,
Kentucky. Selection is based on the heavy production of staminate flowers, the ability of the
selection to endure freezing temperatures and strong winds without burn to the foliage and
cuttings that retain the parental characteristics over three years of propagation, with a strong,
upright growth habit. Hardiness is rated at zone 5 on the USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map of
1990.

Voucher specimens are on deposit in the herbarium of the U. S. National Arboretum (NA),
Washington, D.C. 20002.

 


